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FORD, Thomas Whittaker 
 

Private, G/48120, 
2nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers  
Place of Birth: Sturmer 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 5th June 1918 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Ebblinghem Military Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 21 years 
 
Like the Ford brothers, Harry and Frederick, Thomas Whittaker Ford came from a 
long standing Sturmer family of agricultural labourers, and may well have been their 
cousin.  He was born in the village in 1897, the son of Thomas and Eliza Ford, and 
younger brother of Alice Myra.  His grandfather was the son of William Whittaker and 
Charlotte Ford, and three generations of males, down to Thomas, were given the 
name Thomas Whittaker Ford. 
 
The Ford family were living at Challis Yard (or Cottages), Sturmer, in 1891 and it was 
here that Thomas & Eliza Ruse, from Kedington, were to set up home after they 
married in 1894.  By 1901 and with 2 children to look after Eliza was working at 
home as glovemaker, her mother’s trade, whilst Thomas senior continued as a 
bricklayer’s labourer.  After 16 years of marriage in 1911, still living in Sturmer and 
working as before, they now had four children, besides one who had died.  Thomas 
junior was an errand boy at a garden nursery, his sister Myra had become a servant 
and his younger sister and brother were both at school. Five years later, however, 
Thomas was in the employ of Mr Walter Mason of Manor Farm Haverhill. 
 

On 19th January 1916, Thomas 
enlisted in the army as Private No. 
GS/48120 and was posted to the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Fusiliers, who landed 
at Marseuilles, France, in March that 
year.  Wounded on two occasions, he 
returned to the front line for the last 
time with a piece of shell still in his 
chest.   
 
In the spring of 1918 the German 
army had launched a massive 
offensive against the Allied lines – the 
“Kaiserschlact” or Kaiser’s Battle – 
and Thomas’s battalion was involved 
in desperate fighting during April in 
the Hazebrouck area of Flanders. 
 

Private Thomas Whittaker Ford 
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On 5th June 1918, Thomas died of wounds received during the trench warfare that 
followed the fierce battles of April. He was aged 21 and died at Number 2 Casualty 
Clearing Station at Ebblinghem, a village midway between St.Omer and Hazebrouck.  
 
According to the Haverhill Echo 15th June 1918: 
 

‘The sad news has reached Mr. and Mrs. Ford, of Sturmer, that their 
son Pte. Thomas Ford, of the Royal Fusiliers, died in hospital last week 
as a result of wounds received. The Infantry Records Office, London, 
wrote on June 6th. the the effect that the unfortunate soldier was laying 
seriously ill at the No.2 Clearing Station, France suffering from 
wounds,the nature of which were not stated.’  

 
The Matron wrote to his parents: 
 

“I am sorry to tell that your son, Pte. T. Ford, Royal Fusiliers, who was 
admitted to hospital yesterday, suffering from shell wounds on both 
legs and arm, died this morning (June 5th) at four o’clock.  I can assure 
you that everything that was possible was done to try to save him, but 
he did not rally from shock and passed peacefully away in his sleep.  I 
told him I would write to you and he sent his love, but he was too ill to 
send any other message.  He will be laid to rest in Ebblinghem British 
Military Cemetery, and there will be a cross with his name and 
regiment to mark his resting-place.  Any personal belongings he may 
have will be sent to you from headquarters, but they would usually take 
several weeks to reach the relative. With sincerest sympathy.” 

 
The Echo added that ‘Pte. Ford, who was only 21 years of age, enlisted on January 
19th last year and had been wounded twice previously. When he left for the Front on 
the last occasion he carried with him a piece of shrapnel in his chest. Before joining 
up he was in the employ of Mr. W. Mason of Manor Farm, Haverhill. He was well 
liked by all who knew him, and the greatest sympathy is extended to his relatives.’ 
 

 
 
Thomas Ford is 
buried in Ebblinghem 
Military Cemetery, 
grave 1:F:39 and 
also commemorated 
on both the Haverhill 
and the Sturmer war 
memorial.  
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